
"Ministry God's Way"
Colossians 1:24-29

Ministry sometimes includes suffering with Jesus for the sake of the people of Jesus (24)
Paul rejoices in suffering? That doesn't make sense, does it? How is that possible? Paul is in prison 

because of His work in the ministry of the Gospel. Paul is suffering because of His efforts for the sake of God's 
people, but even so, Paul says that he's rejoicing! Paul's rejoicing perhaps comes from this simple fact: Paul 
knows that doing the work of Jesus sometimes includes suffering with Jesus. Just as the world persecuted 
Jesus when He was physically on this earth, the world still persecutes the body of Jesus Christ here on this 
earth today. It wasn't that the suffering of Jesus on the cross was lacking something needed for the forgiveness 
of sin; rather, Paul -- and the body of Christ still today -- continue to suffer as they do the work of Jesus in a 
world that rejects Jesus. While Jesus is not physically on the earth today, He suffers through the suffering of 
His people as they represent Him and do His work. Paul understood this fact about a life of faith in Jesus, so 
when it happened, he rejoiced because it meant that the work of Jesus was being done for the sake of the 
people of Jesus!
1. Read Matthew 10:24-25 and John 16:33. What do these words of Jesus remind us of that's connected to 

what's going on in Paul's life in this situation? 
2. Have you ever encountered trouble or anger from someone simply because they knew that you were a 

follower of Jesus? How did that make you feel? How did you respond?
3. This is not a popular topic to talk about. We like the message of God's blessing when we do His work 

rather than the message of the world's persecution when we do God's work. What is the danger to our faith 
-- and the faith of others around us -- when we don't understand that ministry sometimes includes 
suffering?

4. Take time as a group to pray for our new deacons who were just ordained. Pray for our existing deacons 
and pastors. Pray for joyful hearts even when they encounter suffering for the sake of the Gospel.

Ministry comes from God for the purpose of leading people to know God more (25-26)
Ministry was an issue of stewardship for Paul. He understood that ministry was something that God had 

given to him but that the ministry that God had given to him was for others! Paul also understood that the 
purpose of ministry wasn't that complicated. His purpose -- whether life was easy or whether life was difficult -- 
was to lead others to know God more. Specifically, God had given Paul the ministry of sharing the Gospel to 
the Gentiles. This was the mystery hidden for ages that was now revealed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ! This 
still is the Word of God fully known today: It's the Gospel of Jesus! Even in the midst of suffering, Paul didn't 
lose his focus and stewardship in ministry. Even in the midst of suffering, Paul kept pointing people to Jesus! 
Even in the midst of suffering, Paul was reminding them of why he could rejoice, because even in the midst of 
suffering Paul had the opportunity to lead them to know God more.
1. Read 2 Corinthians 4:7-11. Wow! What powerful words from the Word of God through Paul. What's Paul 

saying? What is it about suffering that leads to opportunities to lead people to know God?
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2. Can you share a testimony about a time of difficulty in your life that God used to reveal Himself to you in a 
deeper way?

3. What about someone else? Has God ever used the faith of another person through the midst of suffering in 
their lives to lead you to know Him more?

4. This is part of Gospel-driven living: Seeing opportunity to share the Gospel, leading people to know God 
more, in any situation in life. Pray for strength for each other to be good stewards of  the ministry God's 
given each of us.

Ministry always focuses on Jesus with the goal of growing people in Jesus (27-28)
Paul makes it clear that the Word of God fully known is the Gospel of Jesus, and he also makes it clear 

that his ministry is to proclaim, warn, and teach the Word of God so that the people of Jesus will continue to 
grow in Jesus. This is the focus of Gospel ministry. Paul was given a specific ministry to the Gentiles, but 
whatever our specific call in ministry is today it is always still focused on Jesus. The goal is still the same, 
which is to grow in Jesus and to lead others to Jesus and to grow in Jesus in their lives. Paul understood that 
because Jesus was in the life of a believer, it is possible that the believer would come to live like Jesus more-
and-more day-by-day. So whatever our call to ministry is -- from children to youth to adults to music to greeters 
to building and grounds to hospitality to whatever -- our focus is Jesus and our goal is growing people in Jesus!
1. If this is true, what is the essential thing that we must do in Gospel ministry, regardless of whether we're 

feeding the hungry or helping the elderly or building homes for the poor?
2. In what ways does our church and your Connect Group have this focus on Jesus and goal in ministry? 

Make a list and send it to the pastors and deacons to encourage them to continue leading our faith family in 
these ways.

3. In what ways do we need to improve on this focus and goal in ministry? Make a list and send it to the 
pastors and deacons for them to review and pray about.

4. Is anyone struggling with how they can focus on Jesus or grow people in Jesus in their ministry area? 
Spend some time as a group praying and thinking about practical ways to do this in the individual ministries 
that God's given to each of us.

Ministry is hard-work that can only be done by the power of God in us (29)
Paul uses the words struggle and toil because the work of ministry that God's called him to is hard-

work. This should be obvious because Paul is in prison! How can he continue to do the work of God in prison? 
Why does he continue to do the work of God that continues to create so many problems and troubles in Paul's 
life on this earth? Don't miss Paul's powerful answer to the question of why: It's the power of God in him! Paul 
can keep on living for Jesus and doing the work of Jesus because Paul isn't doing it by his strength and his 
power. Paul has the eternal, unstoppable, incomparable power of God at work in His life. Paul got his energy 
for ministry through his relationship with Jesus and the presence of God in his life. It's the same for us today! 
There's no way to do the hard-work of ministry and not become burned-out and exhausted apart from the 
strength that only God can give us. 
1. Have you ever tried living for God and doing ministry with the church by your own strength and power? 

What was your experience? How did that turn-out?
2. How do we guard against doing ministry on our own strength and power?
3. How do we rely on strength of God in ministry? Is there anyone who can share some practical ways that 

they've found to do this in their lives?
4. Paul does say that he toils and struggles, which means that ministry is hard-work! So even with God's 

strength, ministry isn't always easy, simple, and convenient. Ministry is toil and struggle even with God's 
power! Is anyone at the point of burnout right now in the ministry that you're doing for the church? Spend 
time praying for these people right now.

5. Are you doing the hard-work of ministry that God's given you? If not, ask the group to pray for you. Ask God 
to lead you to the ministry role He's prepared you for at FBCSF.

Sunday, March 29, 2015


